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1 HOUSE BILL NO. 366

2 INTRODUCED BY T. SHARP, L. SCHUBERT, S. KELLY, G. OVERSTREET, E. BYRNE, A. REGIER, P. 

3 FIELDER, G. KMETZ, L. REKSTEN, S. MANESS

4

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION TO REIMBURSE LAKE 

6 COUNTY FOR CONSENTING TO ASSUME FELONY CRIMINAL JURISDICTION; PROVIDING FOR 

7 PERMISSIBLE USES OF THE FUNDS, LEGISLATIVE INTENT, AND STATE RECOGNITION AND 

8 OBLIGATIONS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.”

9

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

11

12 NEW SECTION. SECTION 1. FUNDING TO LAKE COUNTY -- PERMISSIBLE USES. (1) THE LEGISLATURE 

13 DIRECTS THAT FUNDS BE APPROPRIATED FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO THE OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM PLANNING 

14 AS PROVIDED IN [SECTION 3] FOR THE PURPOSE OF MEETING FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS AND FUNDING SHORTFALLS 

15 RESULTING FROM LAKE COUNTY CONSENTING TO ASSIST THE STATE IN THE STATE'S CRIMINAL JURISDICTION AND 

16 ENFORCEMENT OBLIGATIONS UNDER PUBLIC LAW 280, 83RD CONGRESS, 1ST SESSION, AND AS SPECIFIED IN 2-1-301.

17 (2) FUNDS APPROPRIATED WILL BE APPORTIONED AND DISTRIBUTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH [SECTION 3] TO 

18 TRANSITION FELONY CRIMINAL JURISDICTION ON THE FLATHEAD INDIAN RESERVATION TO THE CONFEDERATED SALISH 

19 AND KOOTENAI TRIBES AND TO PAY FOR EXPENDITURES INCURRED BY LAKE COUNTY IN MEETING THE STATE'S PUBLIC 

20 LAW 280 OBLIGATIONS.

21 (3) ALL OF THE FUNDS APPROPRIATED UNDER [SECTION 3] ARE SUBJECT TO LEGISLATIVE AUDIT.

22

23 NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. STATE RECOGNITION AND OBLIGATIONS. (1) THE LEGISLATURE 

24 ACKNOWLEDGES THAT LAKE COUNTY HAS WITHDRAWN FROM PUBLIC LAW 280 BUT WILL ASSIST THE STATE IN 

25 FULFILLING ITS OBLIGATION BY AIDING IN THE TRANSITION OF FELONY JURISDICTION TO THE CONFEDERATED SALISH AND 

26 KOOTENAI TRIBES UNTIL THE APPROPRIATION IN [SECTION 3] ENDS. IF THE TRANSITION IS NOT COMPLETE BY JUNE 30, 

27 2027, AND A NEW APPROPRIATION IS OBTAINED FROM THE 70TH LEGISLATURE, LAKE COUNTY MAY PROVIDE FURTHER 

28 ASSISTANCE IN PROPORTION TO THE FUNDING AUTHORIZED.
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1 (2) THE LEGISLATURE ACKNOWLEDGES THAT IF RETROCESSION BY THE STATE OR THE TRIBES IS NOT 

2 COMPLETE BY JUNE 30, 2027, LAKE COUNTY'S WITHDRAWAL FROM PUBLIC LAW 280 REMAINS EFFECTIVE, THE COUNTY 

3 INCURS NO OBLIGATION TO REENTER THE AGREEMENT, AND THE COUNTY MAY AT ITS OWN DISCRETION CONTINUE TO 

4 ASSIST THE STATE AND THE CONFEDERATED SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES AS REQUESTED.

5

6 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Appropriation. (1) The following money is appropriated from the general 

7 fund to the department of justice to reimburse Lake County for consenting to assume felony criminal jurisdiction 

8 over any member of a federally recognized tribe and over Indian territory of OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM 

9 PLANNING TO BE DISTRIBUTED IN EQUAL SHARES TO THE CONFEDERATED SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES FOR THE 

10 TRANSITION OF FELONY CRIMINAL JURISDICTION ON THE FLATHEAD INDIAN RESERVATION AND TO LAKE COUNTY FOR 

11 EXPENDITURES RESULTING FROM THE ENFORCEMENT OF FELONY CRIMINAL JURISDICTION ON BEHALF OF MONTANA 

12 WITHIN the Flathead Indian reservation:

13 Fiscal year beginning July 1, 2025 $2.5 million $2,333,333

14 Fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026 $2.5 million $2,333,333

15 (2) The legislature intends that the appropriation in this section is considered part of the ongoing 

16 base for the next biennium and every biennium until the state retrocedes from Public Law 280.

17

18 NEW SECTION. SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY. IF A PART OF [THIS ACT] IS INVALID, ALL VALID PARTS THAT ARE 

19 SEVERABLE FROM THE INVALID PART REMAIN IN EFFECT. IF A PART OF [THIS ACT] IS INVALID IN ONE OR MORE OF ITS 

20 APPLICATIONS, THE PART REMAINS IN EFFECT IN ALL VALID APPLICATIONS THAT ARE SEVERABLE FROM THE INVALID 

21 APPLICATIONS.

22

23 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 2025.

24 - END -


